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calvin H. wiley and caleb mills as leaders
Wiley and his forerunners. — But while Mann and
Barnard are generally reputed to be the chief inspirers
of the common school revival, leadership in this movement
was far from being confined to their efforts. We have
already seen that several leaders came into the field
before their time and many men of distinction in educa-
tional progress appear to have been contemporaneous with
them or to have become active somewhat later. Nor was
this agitation for public education confined to the region
of the North Atlantic, as has frequently been implied.
Southern states, both the original and those admitted
later, and the younger commonwealths of the West give
evidence of considerable activity within their borders. As
typical of the leadership in these centers, we may instance
the educational careers of Wiley in North Carolina and
Mills in Indiana.
Calvin H. Wiley (1819-1887) brought public education
in North Carolina to the greatest development it reached
prior to the Civil War. But the way had been paved for
his efforts by the plan for a state school system formulated
by Archibald D. Murphey (see pp. 260 f.), and by the ap-
peals for the support of common schools repeatedly made
by Joseph Caldwell, president of the University of North
Carolina, who secured the passage of the first school law
of the state in 1839. Wiley (Fig. 60) began his career as a
lawyer and journalist, but even at this stage he was out-
spoken in his advocacy of civic and educational reform,
Next he entered the legislature and worked for the estab-
lishment of a state superintendency of schools. When this
office had been created, he was appointed to it in 1853 by a
legislature controlled by the opposite political party, and

